John A. Thomas 
62 Custer Ave. 
Newark, N.J. 


Mr. President, Members of the Municipal Council fo the City of 


Newark, Honored Guests and Friends: 


I can state at the outset that althouch I appear before you full 
emotion it is certainly not of the same type or calibre as 

my last presentation before this august body. I don't know 
whether you were fully aware of the fact that my last appearance 
was literally one of desperation. I hed realized that a 

otential drea. of years wight become a living reality. I also was 


pes 
= cognizant of the fact that there was a small core of dedicated people 


of African descent who felt the desire for "price in Newark" for 
iid epetcbad An wae obicia at the last mecting 
of the Council pour major problem had becoue a fiduciary one. As 
history will relate, we c&me to ur legislative representatives as 
other groups had in the past who were attempting their first major 
parade celebration for a worthy cause. The results of our appeal 
te you and the parade that we initiated are now historic and the 


o couimmity reaction speai: for theaselves. Our 
n ‘orderliness and timeliness of 


my 


executed within a six week period you realize what can be done 
Negroes in Newark when they are saturated with pure dedication and 
the energy to work nicht and day for a cause. The Crispus Attucks 
Day Parade on Sunday, March 6, 1966 proved several basic concepts/ 


Namely, that it could be done, that it should be done and that no- 
one can deny that it should hot be done again next year. Pac 


In reflection, we the Sons and Daughters of criapus Attucks ia 
that we wade history on March 6th but we are well aware of the fi 
that this historical parade which has gotten national plaudits 

could not have occurred without the body I am appearing before this 
evening. You, the members of the Council, along with a man who has 
served the City for many years as City Clerk, Mm. Harry Reich 


event which now belongs to posterity. 


Unfortunately, the only negative criticism which sincerely hu 
committee an‘ thousands of Negroes in Newark cam from an article 
the Heseeic "Newark News" dated Saturday, March 12, 1966 enti: 
"All About Essex". Since thete was no byline to — or 
think that the unknown writer should be made awar 
which were excluded from his article. Initi 
Pandora's Box for parade a ee that 
mT to gre publice 
a se 


pa 

“renders the. financially independent gad therefore there has been no 
recent necessity to appeal to t Council to assist in their parade 
operations. But, aurs was @ first, not 32nd, effort and historically 


the Council has seen fit to aid community groups in the earky parade 


of joy. This parade truly represented the thene of Newark's 300th 


Anniversary "PRIDE IN MEWARK", 


In closing, I would like to re-iterabe the humble gratitude of our 


coumittee and the Negroes of Newark to you fine gentlewan for your part 
in making the crispus Attucks Day Parade an Historically successful 
evente In addition, we wish to apprise you of the fact that we have 
already started preparing fora a mammoth Crispus Attucks Day Parade 

on Sunday, March 5, 1967. At our meeting last evoning at 716 Bergen 

f 21oras officers of the Sons and Daughters of Crispus 


; Recording Secretary Queenie Janes; Treasurer James. 
n'l Parade Chairman Roscoe Jennings; Parade ‘Adjutant 


sie 


1966-67 elected were Richard Fox, Chairman; Danny Wil 
Wheeler, Harold Taylor, Robert E. Smith E e 


progress toward larch 5, 1967 which we imow w111 
“pride in Newark". é 


